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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 5 and 12-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 5, line 1: "the storage container" lacks proper antecedent basis. Perhaps, Claim 5 
should depend on Claim 4. 

Claim 12, line 1 : "and shipping a chair" renders the scope of the claim indefinite for the 
step of shipping is not set forth in the body of the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1, 2, 4, 5, 8-12, 14-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Keltner (US 3,968,620). 

With respect to Claim 1, Keltner discloses a method for packaging a chair including the 
steps of: providing an article (1) comprising an air permeable bladder (cloth fabric cover) filled 
with light density flexible polyurethane foam; placing the article in a vacuum chamber (plastic 
bag 3); removing a substantial amount of air from the article (col. 2, lines 7-20); allowing the 
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article to partially refill with air by simply taping or tying opening of the vacuum chamber to 
create a partial opening for the vacuum chamber (col. 2, lines 32-37). Note that the article used 
in the method of Keltner is foam chair or couch (col. 2, lines 64-68). 

With respect to Claim 2, air is removed by suctioning the air from the article using a 
vacuum source in the method of Keltner (col. 2, lines 7-17). 

With respect to Claims 4 & 5, the method of Keltner further includes a step of placing the 
vacuum chamber with the article therein into a storage container (2) having flaps (8) for sealing 
the opening of the storage container; and a step of sealing the storage container by sealing the 
flaps (8); and wherein the vacuum chamber (3) is allowed to remain partially open after the 
article and the vacuum chamber are placed in the storage container (2) (col. 2, lines 29-37). 

With respect to Claims 8-1 1, the article (1) is compressed to less than 20% of its original 
volume (col. 1, lines 56-64) which meets the limitations as claimed in Claims 8-11. 

With respect to Claim 12, Keltner discloses a method for packaging a chair including the 
steps of: forming furniture assembly by providing an article (1) comprising an air permeable 
bladder (cloth fabric cover) filled with light density flexible polyurethane foam and placing the 
article in a vacuum chamber (plastic bag 3); connecting the vacuum chamber in communication 
with a vacuum source (col. 2, lines 7-17); compressing the article using the vacuum source (col. 
2, lines 17-20); placing the furniture assembly in a storage container (2) with the vacuum 
chamber unsealed (col. 2, lines 29-32). Note that the article used in the method of Keltner is 
foam chair or couch (col. 2, lines 64-68). 

With respect to Claims 14 and 15, the article (1) is compressed to less than 20% of its 
original volume (col. 1, lines 56-64) which meets the limitations as claimed in Claims 14 and 15. 
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With respect to Claim 16, Keltner further discloses a step of removing the packaged 
furniture assembly from the storage container and removing the article from the vacuum 
chamber, wherein the chair refills to substantially the original volume after removal from the 
vacuum chamber (col. 2, lines 38-40). 

With respect to Claim 17, Keltner discloses a method for manufacturing and packaging 
an article (1) including the steps of: providing an air permeable bladder (cloth fabric cover); 
placing a filler material (light density flexible polyurethane foam) within the air permeable 
bladder; and suctioning a substantial amount of air from the article with a vacuum source (col. 2, 
lines 7-20). Note that the article used in the method of Keltner is foam chair or couch (col. 2, 
lines 64-68). 

With respect to Claim 18, the method of Keltner further includes the step of placing the 
article (1) in a storage container (2) wherein the article is allowed to partially refill with air while 
in the storage container (col. 2, lines 29-32) and is allowed to refill with air when removed from 
the storage container (col. 2, lines 38-40). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 3 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Keltner 
(US 3,968,620). 
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7. The method of Keltner meets all of applicant's claimed subject matter but lacks the 
specific teaching of a step of connecting the vacuum chamber in communication with a high- 
powered vacuum source. However, Keltner discloses that higher volume reductions may be 
obtained with further pressure reductions (col. 3, lines 23-24); therefore, it would have been 
obvious to an ordinary skilled person in the art, at the time the invention was made, to have 
modified the method of Keltner by having connected the vacuum chamber with a higher powered 
vacuum source, as suggested by Keltner, in order to further reduce the volume of the article thus 
saving storage space. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

8. Claims 6 and 7 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim 
and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure has been cited on form PTO-892 along with the applied prior art. 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Louis K. Huynh whose telephone number is (703) 306-5694. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 9:30AM to 5:00PM. 

11. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rinaldi I. Rada can be reached on (703) 308-2187. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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12. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Louis K. Huynh' 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3721 

June 28, 2004 



